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Welcome to the 2011-2012 selection of WEA courses run under the
Sevenoaks Branch umbrella. We are pleased to announce that for the
coming year, in addition to courses run at Bessels Green, Otford and
Westerham, we are moving further afield to include the village of
Weald. Please read carefully the section ‘Applying for a Course’ as
details may have changed since you last studied with us. We hope
you find something of interest and look forward to welcoming you.

AUTUMN TERM 2011

Creative Writing (1)
Tutor- Alyss Dye: from - Monday 26™ September: Time - 10.00am to 12 noon
Venue — Bessels Green, Sevenoaks

: A This is a course where students meet to share their work and
= ‘;f'fd%. develop skills in writing short fiction, memoirs and poetry.
g{ =3 “ Learning is through practical writing exercises and discussion in
sk G a supportive and friendly environment. Both beginners and
more experienced writers are welcome.

Literature: ‘Outsiders’
Tutor-David Matthews: from - Monday 26" September: Time —10.00am to 12 noon
Venue - Westerham

We intend to read a selection of fiction, poetry and drama
texts, linked thematically by the experiences of outsiders. An
introductory session will be followed by study of poems by
Carol Ann Duffy and others.

We will begin with ‘Brooklyn” by Colm Toibin in the third class,
followed by Harold Pinter’s ‘The Caretaker’ and Henry James
‘The Turn of the Screw.” Lee Hall’s ‘The Pitmen Painters’ will
begin the second term, with more poems and ‘The Little
Stranger’ by Sarah Walters.

Class members combine an enthusiasm for reading and for
contributing ideas and responses. We hope to reach our own
views of the writers’ explorations of content and techniques and
of the outsiders. There will also be opportunities to bring in
your own relevant material and to read aloud from prose,
poetry and the play. Don't be an outsider — join us!




Brothers and Sisters in Literature
Tutor - Christine Bett: from - Monday 26™ September: Time - 10am to 12 noon
Venue - Otford

Relationships of siblings in fiction may create passions and
intensities which generate fine dramatic writing worthy of close
analysis. We shall examine, in some depth, seven texts ranging
from the seventeenth century to contemporary times, and from
tragic to comic.Texts may include:The Duchess of Malfi
(Webster); The Three Sisters (Chekhov); The Old Wives' Tale,
( Arnold Bennett); The Mill on the Floss (George Eliot); The
Pursuit of Love (Nancy Mitford); Atonement (McEwan);
Trespass (Tremain). Student suggestions and preferences will
be actively considered.

The class usually takes the form of seminar in which all
students are encouraged to participate. The atmosphere is
friendly, welcoming and good fun, while the topics discussed
stretch the mind and imagination.

Exploring Historic England - From the Middle Ages to the Stuarts
Tutor - David Carder: from - Tuesday 27" September: Time 2.15pm to 4.15pm:
Venue - Bessels Green, Sevenoaks

Exploring medieval landscapes, settlements and buildings,
discussing the evidence used to interpret the past, with
examples from Kent and elsewhere. Topics include the
historical background, development of towns and villages,
houses, manors, agriculture, and building analysis.

Songs of the 20s
Tutor - Danny Kingshill: from - Wednesday 28" September: Time - 10am to 12 noon
Venue - Bessels Green, Sevenoaks

In this practical singing course we will explore the syncopation
and rhythms of songs from the 1920s and its continued
influence on music today. It was a decade of elegance, a time
of prohibition and violence, a time of spirit and creativity.
Enormous social change presaged great changes in musical
forms. This was the era of swing, jazz and boogie-woogie;
nothing like it had been heard before. During the course we will
sing songs of Gershwin, Jerome Kern, “Fats’ Waller, Hoagy
Carmichael and Harry Woods among others.




‘Women as Artist and Muse’

Tutor — Alyss Dye: from - Thursday 29thSeptember: Time — 10am to 12.noon
Venue — Bessels Green, Sevenoaks

Join the Sevenoaks Women's Studies group to discuss the lives
and work of some 19th and 20th century women artists such as
Elizabeth Siddal, Elizabeth Thompson (Lady Butler), Berthe
Morisot, Mary Cassatt, Gwen John, Laura Knight, Hilda Carline
(Mrs Stanley Spencer) and Frida Kahlo. Topics for exploration
will include: the obstacles faced by the female artist, the
relationship between the male artist and his female muse, and
women as war artists.

SPRING TERM 2012

Creative Writing (2)

Tutor - Alyss Dye: from - Monday 16" January: Time- 10am to 12noon:
Venue i Bessels Green, Sevenoaks

> This is a course where students meet to share their work and
—~ »_‘_&', develop skills in writing short fiction, memoirs and poetry.
e Learning is through practical writing exercises and discussion in
a supportive and friendly environment. Both beginners and
more experienced writers are welcome.

Literature: ‘Outsiders’ (Continued)

Tutor - David Matthews: from Monday 16" January: Time - 10.00 to 12.00
Venue - Westerham.

A study of Lee Hall's *The Pitmen Painters’ will begin the second
term of this 20 week course with more poems and ‘The Little
Stranger’ by Sarah Walters.

Brothers and Sisters in Literature (Continued)

Tutor - Christine Bett: from - Monday 26" September: Time - 10am to 12.noon
Venue i Otford.

This is the second term of a 20 week course in which
relationships of siblings in fiction are under analysis.




The Cathedrals and Greater Parish Churches of England
Tutor - Hubert Pragnell: from - Tuesday 10" January: Time- 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Venue i Bessels Green, Sevenoaks.

Students will be introduced to the pleasure of exploring our
cathedral and parish church heritage enabling them to place a
building, or detail, in a particular period by its key features of
style. It will look at the legacy of the Normans, Early Gothic
Cathedrals, The Architecture of the 13 Century, The Decorated
Style, Architecture after the black death, The late perpendicular
and Tudor style, The development of the Parish Church, The
parish churches of East Anglia and the Cotswolds, St Paul’s
Cathedral, London and The Post Reformation Parish ChurchThe
course will also touch on changing liturgical function and the
impact of patronage on such features as chapels and family
memorials.

Songs from Broadway and the West End
Tutor, - Danny Kingshill: from - Wednesday 11th January: Time - 10.00am to 12noon
Venue 1 Bessels Green, Sevenoaks.

In this practical singing course we will explore the American
and British repertoire of musical theatre — many songs you may
have heard at the theatre or on film but you'd love to know
better and sing for yourself — songs from the 1950s and 60s to
the present.

We plan to include songs from such shows as ‘The Music Man,
Mama Mia, Cats, Sound of Music, Oklahoma, Fiddler on the
Roof, Man of La Mancha, 10 brides for 10 brothers and others.

Art in Tuscany: The Emerging Renaissance
Tutor - Bob Thompson: from - ThursdaylzthJanuary: Time,- 10.00am to 12noon
Venue- Weald.

We concentrate on 14th and 15th century Tuscan art with the
aim of gently exploring the origins of the Renaissance in art.
We consider reasons for the resistance to move art on from
Byzantine "constraints" and the intellectual leap into realism.
Placing emphasis on the symbolism and interpretation of
beautiful images set in their historical context, we consider a
"cause and effect" impact on art of great historical events.
The course is for all levels of interest and especially for those
about to holiday in Tuscany. We never forget, however, that
the prime function of the course is simply to enjoy beautiful
images.




Queens and Commoners: Women’s Involvement in Gardens
Tutor - Sally Berkeley: from - Thursday 19" January: Time 10.00am to 12 noon
Venue 1 Bessels Green, Sevenoaks.

Throughout the ages, the garden and women have been
inextricably linked. The history of the garden provides us with a
history of women. Women, who have been weeders, artists,
housewives, designers, plant lovers and plant hunters and of
course, gardeners.. But from the moment Eve was shown the
garden gate, it has not been an easy journey, often coloured by
class, inequality and social restrictions. But as the garden
evolved through the Middles Ages, the Tudors and Stuarts and
into the 18th Century, each period produced women, both
commoners and queens, who not only challenged traditional
roles within gardening but contributed much to the history of
the garden.

The History of Gardens from Romans to 18" Century
Tutor - Sally Berkeley: from - Thursday 19" January: Time - 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Venue T Bessels Green, Sevenoaks.

¢

We shall be looking at the development of the garden from the
invasion of the Romans to present day. Who were the
designers, the patrons and what were the influences that
shaped the gardens of the past? To help us find out, we will
take a metaphorical stroll through Pompeian gardens frozen in
time, Medieval cloisters, Tudor knots, Baroque gardens and
Capability Brown landscapes. On the way you will discover how
seeds and plants made the long journey to our shores, the
people who brought them and why the Romans gave us ground
elder!



SUMMER TERM 2012

The History of the Gardens from the 18" Century to the Present Day
Tutor - Sally Berkeley: from - Thursday 7" April: Time 10am to 12 noon
Venue — Bessels Green, Sevenoaks.

The history of the Garden moves into the 19th Century. Jane
Austen mocks the bare, 'natural’ style of Capability Brown and
designers begin to turn their backs on temples and hermitages.
The middle classes embrace gardening with John Claudius
Loudon creating the gardenesque style and writing "The
Suburban Gardener and Villa Companion'. Rockeries, bedding
and ferneries become the rage until the romance of the cottage
garden begins to blossom in the late 18th Century. William
Robinson, the partnership of Lutyens and Jekyll and of course,
Vita Sackville-West all make their contribution.

Art in Siena: The Virgin’s City
- Bob Thompson: from - Thursday 3" May: Time - 10.00am to12.00noon
Venue - Weald

We place the graceful art of the Sienese School into its blurred
context of religion, politics and conflict before considering the
move from its distinctive linear style to Renaissance realism.
There was in Siena, from the late 13th century, an
extraordinary devotion to the worship of the Virgin Mary far
beyond its usual pervasive influence. We consider why this was
so and its effect on Sienese art and civic ideology. We reflect
on the manner in which the ideology and its art was imposed
on Siena's subject towns. We unravel the symbolism in some
truly great fresco cycles through a number of case studies of
Sienese masters, and a unique Sienese art form of painted
wooden tablets.

The course will be of interest to anyone interested in medieval
and early Renaissance art, but particularly helpful to those
about to holiday in Tuscany.




Venues
Sevenoaks: Bessels Green Unitarian Church. Westerham Road, Sevenoaks.TN13 2PX
Otford: Otford Memorial Hall, High Street, Otford, TN14 5PQ
Weald: Weald Memorial Hall,. Long Barn Road,Weald TN14 6PT

Westerham: New Westerham Hall, Quebec Avenue,Westerham, TN16 1BJ

Applying for a course

The minimum course number is 12. Without this the course will not run. To ensure
your place and to make certain that the course will proceed please book in advance.

For Autumn Term classes by: Friday 9 September
For Spring Term classes by: Friday 23 December
For Summer Term classes by: Friday 23 March

After this date if the minimum number for the class has not been met a decision will
have to be taken as to whether or not the class can proceed.

You may pay in either of two ways:

1. (preferred method) Directly to Rochester. Call 0800 328 1060 and they will take
your credit card details over the phone and enter your details on to the class
register OR on line through the Web Site at www.wea.org.uk OR

2. by cheque (made payable to the WEA) and sent with a completed application form
to Derek Hill, 2 Beechy Lees Road, Otford, Kent TN14 5QJ Tel: 01959 523455
(Email:sevenoakswea@hotmail.co). All cheques handled by the Branch are banked
after the first class of a new term.

Note: Fees may be paid on the first day of a new term with agreement of the
Treasurer and ONLY in EXCEPTIONAL circumstances.

If, after you have tried the first session of the course, you decide that it is not for you
your money will be refunded minus an £8 sessional fee. For 20 weeks courses the
fees may be paid in two instalments, one per term.

OTHER CONTACTS:

Branch Secretary/Treasurer Assistant Branch Secretary
Susan Gidman, Dorothy Palmer,

‘Willows” Windmill Road, 19, Knighton Road,

Weald TN14 6PH Otford TN14 5LD

Tel: 01732 454222 Tel: 01959 522936

Email: sevenoakswea@hotmail.com
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